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On April 20, bank employees went on strike, but were expected to return to work April 23.
Telephone, sanitation and brewery employees began work stoppages on April 19. Alongwith postal
employees, their walkout continued through Friday and Saturday. As of April 20 and 21, miners on
the Atlantic Coast, teachers in some departments, Ministry of Construction and Transport workers,
and variety of other government employees were on strike. The government employee union with
a membership of about 70,000 said the strikes were launched to pressure the government for a
200% wage hike and the immediate disbanding of the contras. In a nationally televised speech late
Thursday, President Daniel Ortega asked the strikers to be "calm and reasonable" in their demands,
adding that the wage hikes they wanted would ruin the country. On Friday, Ortega and Interior
Minister Tomas Borge appealed to public employees to return to work. Leaders of the Sandinista
National Liberation Front (FSLN) have publicly denied instigating the strikes. The New York Times
reported that United National Opposition (UNO) officials assert the strikes are an attempt to impose
unsustainable labor costs on the incoming government. Health workers, university employees and
workers at a number of state-owned companies have also staged brief strikes in the past week. Early
last week, the public employees union had threatened a general strike if no agreement was reached
on disarming the contras. (Basic data from AFP, 04/20/90; AP, 04/21/90; New York Times, 04/24/90)
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